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THE INVINCIBLE тм 


WHEN MILLIONAIRE INDUSTRIALIST ТОМУ STARK, INVENTOR EXTRAORDINAIRE, GARBS 
HIMSELF IN SOLAR-CHARGED, STEEL-MESH ARMOR,HE BECOMES THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
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IN THIS #5 -- Z f 
THE MANDARIN Z 


BATTLES THE 
YELLOW CLAW 


АБЕ KARATE BLO! 


- AND ROCKETING КИ 
HELPLESSLY -- 

UNKWOWINGLY-- TOWARD 

OUTER SPACE! 
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MEANWHILE... N тнє |= 
CHINESE < 
MIDLANDS... 


) 4 47 ..OBEVING THE COMMANDS OF THE 
(COMPE. MAN WHO OWNS THE FORTRESS. 


lj --THE YELLOW CLAW! 
W. 
“Zi 


--BUT FOR NOW THE BATTLE 
(5 ABOUT TO BEGIN! 


| + way po you лист 
n» us STANO THERE GAPING, 
| vou DOCTS? ( 
K 


SHOULD MY 


R VERY 47/65 
WILL BE FORFEIT! 


THIS MAN: 
THE VILLAINOUS MANDARIN! 


WHY /5 HE SENDING HIS 
ANDROID SLAVE AGAINST 
HIS OWN FORTRESS? 


AS EXPECTED, THE 
BARBAROUS WARLORO LAUNCHES 
HIS TYPICALLY CRUDE COLINTER- 
ск. 


MERE POSSESSION OF 
THIS CASTLE, AS масасы 


EXACTLY WHAT THESE HIGHER 
STAKES ARE WELL REVEAL 
JUST A BIT LATER, PEOPLE-- 


--OR FACE 
MY WRATH! 


WELL BE BACK TO 
MANDY AND THE ССЯН/-- EE = 


--BUT RIGHT NOW WERE JUST AS INTERESTED 45 
YOU ARE IN HOW SHELL-HEAD'S MAKING OUT-- 


LM.'s FOOT-JETS HAVE TEMPO- Б М 

RARILY BLASTED HIM INTO АМ 

ORBIT OF ZERO-GRAVITY 
FREE-FALL... 


THEN, AS HE 
REVOLVES 
WESTWARD 


OVER THE 
PACIFIC 
OCEAN. 


n IRON MANS ORBIT BEGINS TO DECAY... YOU'VE GOT 
AND HE (6 PICKED UP BY AN AMERICAN YOUR ORDERS 
MILITARY MISSILE DEFENSE STATION. THE соц. -- 


„THEN THE Yess 
READING 5 DY 


AND PRAY TO GOD 
THAT--WHATEVER IT 15-- | 
IT WAS LAUNCHED FROM 
CHINA BY ACCIDENT! 


HE 16, THE GOLDEN AVENGER'S 
AUTOMATIC LIFE-SUPPORT 
SYSTEMS BEGIN TO 


NUES WEAKENED THOUGH 
FUNCTION. 


AS THE ATMOSPHERE ТЫМ, NEWLY-INSTALLED 


EYE AND MOUTH SHIELDS *® LOCK INTO PLACE Le 
AND 4 ONE-HOUR RESERVE 


Ске АУ ажа [жик еге 


АМО AS UNFILTERED SUNEN "^ aw, 3 
QUICKLY RECHARGES SHELL- BALLISTIC 
HEAD'S SOLAR BATTERIES... = 4 


Z WAS AN 
ATTACKING 
ROCKET! 


1 Е 


I DESIGNED () 
THOSE 


A PON I5 
ТЕС, EVENTUALLY IT'S 
USED AGAINST THAT € 


ONLY NOW, 


IVE СОТ А 
THE MANDARIN ALMOST 
ZAPPED ME EARLIER ; Ge 
WITH A NAPALM BLAST! ` 


TO 
RESUME -- 
29 MY THOUGH THE WEAPONS 
МЕ-- < OF MY FORTRESS ARE 


A TACK! 4 POWERFULLY ARRAYED 
2 AGAINST ME-- 


SUODENLY! 


MY ANDROID 
BEHEMOTH -- 
STRUCK BY A 
BLAST OF 
FIQE-- FROM 
ANOTHER 
DIRECTION! 


WHO DARES 
RFERE 7? 


1 DARES, 
| MANDARIN! 


«60 МЕ O ASE BOE -AND THEN LEET 


— а ^ =| ME TO DIE IN YOUR 
UNDER 


С SINCE YOU SO CALLOUSLY ; 7? 


--1 HAVE SWORN ТО 
BRING YOUR DEMISE-- IN RESPONSE TO THE ATOMIC SAMURAIS THREAT-- 


ЖР 


--АМО IT 
$ SHALL COME, 
y MANDARIN -- 

IT SHALL 
COME! 


Е-- : 
Z1 ; i 
7 2 à ка 
ини. штімо А Bed AND soon ги. ASSAULT 


HUMBLES THAT THE CLAW FROM A 
BARBARIC MUTANT- 


L МО PROVIDES A 
DISTRACTION | E 
TO THE ON-LOOKING 
{YELLOW CLAW-- A 


--1 SHALL ENTER MY J 
CASTLE THRU THIS 
HIDDEN ENTRANCE 
KNOWN ONLY TO МЕ-- 


I... I... DON'T HAVE 
ANY MORE SUN- POWERS 


I MUST STILL A e 
BE TOO Ж 


INSIDE 
THE 
FORTRESS! 


AN 


THUS... WHILE ULTIMO DIRECTS HIS 
LETHAL RAYS AT SUNFIRE-- ( 


THE YELLOW CLAW 
GAZES WITH BEMUSED 
DETACHMENT AT 
THE CONFLICT! 
АМО THE MUTANT IS THE MANDARIN 
DESPERATELY SEEKS TO t 
AVOID THEM-- UNABLE ` 
YET TO FLY AGAIN... 


| SO QUICKLY DISTRACTED 


FROM OUR ULTIMATE 
CONFRONTATION? 


PERSISTED 
ІМ HIS 
PROPOSAL! 


“HE EXPLAINED THAT THE WORLD'S 
МАТОВ SO-CALLED “VILLAINS” 
EACH DESIRE POWER =~ 


*"--BUT BY THEIR VERY 
STRIVING, THEY CREATE 
A FLAW WITHIN THEMSELVES-- 


К 


"*--WHICH THE SO-CALLED “SUPERHEROES” CONSTANTLY EXPLOIT--TO DEFEAT U: 


THE BLACK LAMA PRESENTED 
A GOLDEN GLOBE IN WHICH НЕ 
CLAIMS LIES THE COMBINATION JJI 
OF ULTIMATE POWER AND THE ДМ 
INNER PEACE NEEDED TO 
ACHIEVE 1T! 


HE IS OFFERING THAT 
GLOBE TO THE 


THE WORLD'S 
MIGHTIEST VILLAIN "-- 
TO BE DETERMINED BY 
MORTAL COMBAT: 


WE CLUED YOU IN LAST ISSUE THAT SOME BIG 
THINGS ARE SHAPING UP ALL OVER AT MARVEL- 


--ВИТ BEFORE WE COME 
BACK TO OUR INAUGURAL |THE US. HAS PULLED OUT 
SUPER-VILLAIN BATTLE, 

WELL SHIFT OVER TO THE 


-- BUT I DIDN'T HAVE А JO8 
WHEN I CAME /N-- I DON'T 
% EXPECT ONE COMING OUT-- 
WETNAMESE JUNGLE... , ESPECIALLY 


^. THERE TO JOIN WITH THIS 
ROXIE GILBERT... пема GE 


BESIDES, 
HERE ТУЕ GOT 
SOMETHING 
CONSTRUCTIVE 
TO DO-- DOWN 
THIS TUNNEL! 


THAT'S WHAT 
IM TALKIN’ 
ABOUT, MISS! 


Па 42 A 
| ee 


Ам Bi z 
SPACE /5 RATHI AMPED 
ELL HAVE MORE 
Z d A IME AROUND 
MEANWHILE, WE'LL MOVE HALF A WORLD 


WAY --TO NEW YORK... AND THE LONG ISLAND 
WORLD HEADQUARTERS of STARK INDUSTRIES-- 


--AND TO STARK'S PERSONAL -~I FIGURED APPLVIN' TO HEAD , YOU THINK TONY'LL ACCEPT ME? 
SECRETARY, PEPPER HOGAN, 5.1:6 SECURITY FORCE WOULO р A 
WITH HER RECENTLY- FIX OUR BASIC TROUBLE -- d 
ESTRANGED HUSBAND “HAPPY”... "RE SEPARATED 
- YOU WORKIN’ THERE! 


„© THIS 


--AND DESPITE YOUR RUN- 
ІМ WITH TONY*.. IM SURE 
HE STILL CONSIDERS YOu 
HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS 


Е НЕ SHALL SEE THAT I АМ МОТ 
ONE WITH WHOM ТО TRIFLE! 


mmi 


DOES HE BELIEVE I 
WOULD МОТ MAKE MY- 
SELF (NTIMATELY FAMILIAR 
WITH ALL THE FEATLIRES 

OF HIS FORTRESS? 


AM MET BY GIANT 


A BARE DISTANCE 
AHEAD STANDS ЛАУ 

" MAIN CHAMBER-- 
AND I AM SURE THE 

( YELLOW CLAW 
SUSPECTS NOTHING! 


LF, HE ST BE 
MONITORING WY 
ACTIONS! 


YELLOW CLAW! IF vou 
SEEK TO DEAE ДЕ, 


S THE DOE: 
THE ISOLATED SHEEP-- 


АМО WHEN THE SMOKE MY po А 
CLEARS, THERE STANDS | 2 
ONLY ONE VICTOR-- —— 
THE MANDARIN? 
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A DOUBLE BLAST OF ELECTRO 
AND DISINTEGRATOR BEAMS 
EASILY DISPOSES OF YOUR 70У B 


W NO MERE MACHINE 

| METAL CAN WITH- 

| STAND МУ DEADLY 
HANOS-- 


% "p SE SH 8 
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А | | ( IW 


FOR YEARS THE MANDARIN HAS BRAVED 
DEATH IN HIS DRIVE FOR ABSOLUTE POWER! 


AS I THAT YOUR WOUNDS 


ARE FATAL! NOW, FACING 


DEATH'S CERTAINTY 
HE REFUSES TO 
ACCEPT /7” 


YES, THAT 16 TRUE, 
SHALL ADMIT! BUT 
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 


I MERELY 
ALLOWED 
YOu 


'e 
BRAZEN 
BOLDNESS 
TO DOOM 
42 


d Ze THERE IS NO PE, 
ы у 


IN THE END, THERE 15... NOTHII 


MY BATTLES NOW WILL 
BE ALL THE MORE INTENSE 
AS I NEAR MY GOAL-- 


BAH! ALIVE 
HE WAS A 
SKILLED FOE-- 


AH, BUT WHAT WOULD 
YOU UNDERSTAND OF 
SUCH THINGS? d 


OH? I HAVE ATTACHED 
ANSELF. TO YOUR RISING STAR, 
YELLOW CLAW! iS THERE 

NOT CRAFT IN THAT? 


BLIT THERE IS GREATER j ) I WILL TAKE THESE SOMEDAY I WILL 
WISDOM IN KNOWING WHEN 4 2 RINGS THAT ЛАУ MASTER d МА, FIND A WAY TO RESTORE 
THAT STAR WILL BEGIN SO CARELESSLY THEIR POWER -- 

TO FALLS e IGNORES! 


YOU HAVE TAUGHT 
ME WELL, MASTER! 


MEANWHILE, IRON MAN (REMEMBER HIM?) IS JETTING 
SWIFTLY TOWARD THE LOCUS OF ACTION... 


... AS ULTIMO PRESSES 
CLOSER AND CLOSER 
TOWARD THE WEAKENED 
ATOMIC SAMURAI, 
SUNFIRE! 


GUNFIRE ATTACKED ME JUST A | ТО GUESS IT HAD 
FEW HOURS AGO, BUT FROM TO DO WITH SOME 
WHAT MY FELLOW AVENGERS 

HAVE TOLO ME... 


HIS NATIVE 
JAPAN: * 


*PRETTY CLOSE, SHELLHEAD! ГИ í 
FOR THE FULL REASON, Uf FORGIVABLE! 
SEE IRON MAN #68!--ROY.| 9 / e ро 


THAT 15 TWICE THE NOW THE MONSTER HEITE І CAN SEE 
AMERICAN HAS OO) FORGETS ME AND t ULTIMO'S RAY-BEAMS ARE 
x AS DESTRUCTIVE 


3 AS EVER! 


SAVED МУ LIFES Ж ATTACKS IRON MAN! 


WE MUST 
ATTACK 


OUR ONLY 
CHANCE 15 ТО 
COMBINE 
POWERS! 


THEN USE THAT RI 
POWER, MAN! әуе 


~ 
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WE HAVE TO — 00 £ 

HITTING НИЯ -- WITH ' 

ALL WE'VE GOT-- ДА e ! 
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WE SEEM TO НАМЕ Í 
UPSET HIS | 
ARTIFICIAL BRAIN Д 
FUNCTIONINGS! d 
"SN 
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HOWEVER... 
YOU HAVE 
SHAMED ME! 


ae 
1977 


DÉI 


2 Ve 
*7YOU... A PERSONAL 


REPRESENTATIVE OF MN 
JAPAN'S LARGEST Y 
PRIVATE COMPETITOR, 

TONY STARK! СС 


-- СТАО" 


> 5 
BRINGING THE 
MOUNTAIN 


I CANNOT HELP BUT OWE 
YOU A DEBT І CAN 
NEVER REPAY! 


CO-EXIST WITH 

MUTUAL RESPECT... 

AS OUR LEADERS PREVIOUS 
HAVE CLAIMED-- | DISBELIEF! 


THERE 16 SILENCE... 
JA THEN, IN HALTING 

/ VOICES, THE HEROES’ 
RESPECTIVE 


STORIES ARE 
EXCHANGED... 


IN ме 
THEN... AGAINST 
THE YELLOW 
CLAW? 


NO... Т SWORE VENGEANCE 
ON ZHE MANDARIN / НЕ 


THE YELLOW CLAW, 
THEREFORE, IS OF WO 
CONCERN TO ME! 


MANY PEOPLE OF BOTH 
COUNTRIES HAVE SHARED 
THAT DISBELIEF SUNFIRE-- 
TO THE MISFORTUNE OF ALL! 


NOW, т MUST 
FACE 


FAREWELL -- YOU HAVE 
EARNED MY RESPECT, 
IRON MAN! 


VOATTI [Eo Greng 
- BATTLE: TOOTH 


VIF) 29 P, TAG 4 po 
AND YELLOW (АЙ 


UL 


Dear Bullpen, 

| have just finished IRON MAN #68 and | wanted to tell 
you how much | enjoyed it. Although | loved the cover, Iron 
Man's new mask (or is that new helmet?) and the interesting 
story-line, my favorite thing about the issue was the re 
appearance of the Atomic Samurai, Sunfire. 

When are you going to bring Sunfire over to the good 
guy side? He would make a valuable addition to The Defend. 
ers and would make an interesting ally for his American 
counterpart, Captain America. He could also do a few guest 
shots in MARVEL TEAM-UP or MARVEL TWO-IN-ONE. 

Why don’t you try Sunfire as a good guy sometime 
instead of starting him off every appearance as а smart 
mouth Japanese who turns to help a hero only when he is 
betrayed by the villain he originally sided with? I’m sure 
Sunfire could become one of your most popular characters. 

T.E. Pouncey 
El Dorado, Kansas 


As you've seen at this issue's ending, Т.Е., Sunfire seems 
to be re-examing some of his anti-superhero feelings. And as 
far as future appearances go, author Mike Friedrich ex- 
presses a soft spot for the Atomic Samurai (and you'll 
note that Mike’s written two guest-appearance stories with 
Sunfire, first in SUB-MARINER and now in IRON MAN; 
currently the behind-the-scenes plan is to feature Sunfire 
in an expanded group of m***ts called the *-M*n, if that 
group ever returns as a regular book...but since it’s still not 
yet approved by the Higher-Ups, we have to hide behind our 
“жұ” and let you figure it out (aww........ you mean you've 
guessed?). 


Dear Mike, 

Mandarin: “you are a slave to your transistors, but |...” 
Iron Man: “Wrong, Ringo. I’m their master...and never for- 
get it.” (IRON MAN #57, pg. 22) 

For some reason, this exchange came to mind as | read 
about Iron Man's new mental control over hisarmor іп 1. M. 
#68. 

| oppose this change. It's hard to put into words, but | 
think I.M. should still be more of a transistorized robot 
than a modernized computer. 

He is our only real link in comics with what modern 
technology might bring about. But introduce “mind-con- 
trol" to a machine-man and the two clash. | guess what I’m 
trying to say is that I.M. should be an up-to-date “machine” 
run by circuitry and not by the mind...or something like that. 

And his new mask is utterly repulsive. 

RFO, KOF Bob Roman 
122 NE 60th, 
Seattle, WA 98115 


We understand your objections, Bob. And as we explained 
in last issue's lettercol, our intentions are to focus on Tony 
Stark, the man inside the machine, and not on a "human 
robot". 

However, when you consider how heavy Iron Man's 


SOCK IT TO 


SHELL 


оо MARVEL COMICS GROUP,575 MADISON AVE. МУС. 10022 о 


armor actually is, one has to assume that all along Shellhead’s 
had some kind of direct "brain-control" over his uniform ...he 
couldn't possibly be pushing buttons every time he makes 
the minutest of moves. So when his new helmet was intro- 
duced, we just brought up-front what concepts we'd been 
operating on all along. You'll notice, too, that we were 
very specific about establishing a scientific base for the 
operation, that of translating the brain-wave electricity into 
"orders" for the mini-circuitry "computers" that run his 
armor. 

And for more on Iron Man's uniform, we move on to this 
following observation... 


Dear Bullpen. 

It has come to my attention that in recent issues of IRON 
MAN our own Mr. Stark points out that his armor is no 
longer powered by mere transistors. ! believe he states 
that it's powered by IC's (Integrated Circuits). This is a good 
move on your part. It is an attempt to keep ol’ Shellhead 
quite up to date. 

However, | think you should be forewarned—IC’S аге 
almost obsolete, believe it or not Transistors went out of date 
around 1971 when IC's were in an early developmental stage. 
Since the trend of IC's hit, our knowledge of micro 
circuitry has increased so rapidly that even now IC's are 
becoming obsolete at an alarming rate! A new thing called 
LS! (Large Scale Integration) popped up about 1% years 
ago. These devices are the same size as IC's, but can perform 
about on an equivalent scale as a transistor compared to the 
IC's. Even as | write these words, 115175 are being outmoded 
by a new system. 

You can't win. Our knowledge is increasing faster than we 
can devise ways to use the knowledge. There's something to 
be said about that. 

Oh well, | just wanted to say that IM is still the ulti 
mate—although be ye now dutifully chastised for making 
him bi-monthly...bad move! 

E Pluribus Marvel & L’Chaim. 

Mark P. Dargie 
1027 Commonwealth Avenue 
(Apt. B) Boston, Mass. 02215 


All of your observations are right on the nail-head, Mark, 
and we're glad to present them to the rest of our readership. 
Mike Friedrich is quite aware of the developments you've out- 
lined (his father's into engineering for Singer Calculators and 
Mike checks with him regularly about new breakthrus), but 
in order to keep what's a rather involved description simple, 
Mike chose to lump the IC's and LSI’s into a generic 
"integrated circuit" term. However, to clear up any remaining 
doubt, we'll state publicly here that the electronic circuitry 
running Shellhead's armor are indeed LSI chips. 

You can also be sure, Mark, that when the next genera- 
tion of circuitry comes along it'll be incorporated immediately 
into IM's suit. After all, isn't Stark Industries at the fore- 
front in creating these breakthrus? 


Your name, Steve Gerber, 

Үои'ге under arrest. Never mind your rights. Just tell us 
where ya got all dem extra ration coupons! What do ya 
mean, “what ration coupons?” For the weekly allotments of 
inspiration, ya dirty little punk. Who do ya think ya are, 
anyway, Walking around all inspired all the time? 

Ya want evidence, huh? Alright, then chew on this, buster, 
First, ya risk your neck talking sense. Heaven help us 
talking sense about our nation's crimes against the Vietnamese, 
that's your first offense, Stevie boy—courage. Then, ya go 
and start this political stew to boiling, with intra-Asian 
power struggles, ideological! disputes, psychological ploys, 
plus the always entertaining forces of greed and ego. So it's 
easy enough to name your second mistake—intellect. Last, 
but certainly not least, little man, ya go and dredge up all 
this long-neglected stuff, like the pain inherent in wearing a 
mask or the sometimes gothic, sometimes cosmic nuances of 
the human-machine relationship, or even the intensestruggle 
one must make in order to see the world other than as a 
nationalist. Now we know your third blunder, Gerber— 
perception, 

Why, if there's any justice at all, the judge'll give ya five 
to ten years. Writing Iron Man. 

Love, 

Billie Klie, 
East Lansing, Michigan 


We hope we got your name right, Ms. It was a bit hard to 
read. Sorry if we've made an error. 

All of us here in the Bullpen (and out in California's 
Bullpen-West) know about Steve Gerber's courage, intellect 
and perception. However, all of the specifics you "charge" 
him with in the IRON MAN series are more correctly 
credited to its regular scripter, Mike Friedrich. 

And now while we're scraping up Mike's grossly punctured 
ego off the floor and are attempting to pump it back up 
again, we'll move on to our next letter... 


Dear Mike, George, & Roy, 

IRON MAN #68 was a fantastic issue. | like the idea of 
Iron Man being able to use his weapons by mental telepathy. 
Now that the Mandarin is back in his own body, the show 
down is going to be exciting. 

Now | am trying for my first no-prize. On page 26 of 
IRON MAN #68, when Sunfire is teleported away from the 


battle by the Mandarin, Iron Man said that the last time he 
had seen anyone teleported away, it was himself (see 
| TALES OF SUSPENSE # 76). But, in CAPTAIN MAR- 
VEL #31, Moon Dragon, Captain Marvel, The Destroyer, and 
Iron Man were teleported by Thanos. You can’t say that the 
events in #68 happened before Captain Marvel 431, because 
Iron Man's new mask had not yet been invented at the time 
of Mar—Vell’s mag. 
Do | get the no-prize? 


Scott Jackson 

1208 Sherman Street 

Ypsilanti, Mi. 48197 

As we explained to Bob Roman above IM is now working 

his weapons by “mental telepathy” (a redundant term, you'll 

also note...since “telepathy” is defined as mental”). How- 

ever, Scott, if you've been following the AVENGERS letters 

pages recently, you'll note that you've tripped up what 

Steve Englehart, Jim Starlin and Mike Friedrich considered a 

fairly tight chronology — and so, yessir, you DO receive that 

no-prize. No-mail has already arrived at your home announc- 
ing the no-fact. 


Dear Builpen, 

| want to congratulate you guys on bringing back Iron 
Man to his former greatness. ! think some of the reasons for 
this are Friedrich's writing, Tuska's drawings and Esposito's 
inking: not to mention that lately Iron Man's been fighting 
Oldies-But-Goodies. By this | mean the Masked Marauder, 
Firebrand, Doctor Spectrum, etc., etc. Plus Iron Man has 
gone back to continued stories. I'm big on continued storeis, 
because you get much more depth and action. | don't see 
why you guys don't bring this mag back to a monthly basis. 
Right now, he's one of the best mags you've got. 

Now on to issue 68. This is one of the greatest buildupsin 
a long time. | mean how can you go wrong with the Mandarin 
and the Unicorn? Add Sunfire and the story is great. Then 
Yellow Claw and the story is a classic. Don't blow it, you've 
got all the ingredients for a classic series. Don't hurry it; 
if it takes three, four or five issues, let it. 

And now two wishes, don't let the Unicorn die! You've 
saved people in worse conditions, He's one of my favorites! 
And bring back the X-Men in their own mag! 

Arturo Tijada, 
Phoenix, Arizona 


We've already alluded to one of your last two wishes in a 
previous answer, Arturo, but since we're supposed to keep 
quiet about it, we shan't say any more! 

And next issue will tie up the first phase of Marvel's 
greatest epic story...so we'd like to see how you feel it's 
turned out, okay? That goes for all of you folks...all of your 
letters are carefully read and all reasonable suggestions you 
make are considered. So write us, already! 

Till next issue... 


THIS IS IT! YOUR 


MARVEL 
VALUE 
STAMP 


FOR THIS ISSUE! 
CLIP 'EM AND 
COLLECT 'EM! 


